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“ALTERNATIVES” ALREADY IN 
GREAT DEMAND 


Less than a month since its release for circulation, 
the film “Alternatives” has been much in demand 
from the NSBRO office. Other agencies as well are 
circulating their own prints of the film. They in- 
clude American Friends Service Committee; Breth- 
ren Service Commission; Fellowship of Reconcilia- 
tion; Five Years Meeting of Friends; Methodist 
Board for World Peace; Methodist Television, Radio 
and Film Commission, and Mennonite Central Com- 
mittee. Each agency is publicizing the film and ar- 
anging for its best use in its own constituency. The 
initial order to the New York firm producing the 
film was for sixty prints. Additional orders will 
be placed as the demand requires. 


The December 1958 issue of the REPORTER des- 
cribed the film, its purpose, the producing firms, 
and the cooperating agencies which made this film 
possible. “Alternatives” is a 16 mm. color film, with 
narration by Don Murray, portraying the alterna- 
tives available to young men facing the draft. Special 
emphasis is on the positions of the I-O and I-W, with 
a number of “on the spot” shots of CO’s doing al- 
ternative service. The filmagranh technique, an art- 
color-camera technique, is used to dynamically por- 
tray prejudices about CO’s, motivations of CO’s, and 
their concern for society’s ills. 


Single showings may be arranged at $7.50. The 
rental fee for a week is $20.00 (not $25.00 as stated 
in the previous issue). Prints of the film may be 
purchased for $125.00. For more information write 
to any of the agencies listed above or to the NSBRO, 
ry Third Street, N. W., Room 403, Washington 
1, D.C. 


EXTENSION OF DRAFT BEFORE 
HOUSE COMMITTEE 


A bill, H. R. 2260, proposing to extend until July 
1, 1963, the induction provisions of the Universal 
Military Training and Service Act, was introduced 
by Congressman Carl Vinson, Chairman of the 
Armed Services Committee of the House of Repre- 
sentatives on January 12. Committee hearings on 
the matter began on January 26, as this issue goes 


to press. The Senate has not yet taken action on the 
extension of the draft. 


This action is in accordance with various pre- 
dictions made on the draft issue. The Pentagon and 
other authorities regard the draft as necessary to 
maintain the present numerical strength of the 
Armed Forces. Although the present law is not 
perfect from the point of view of the Defense De- 
partment and Selective Service, a simple extension 
is being sought rather than to invite change at the 
present moment. 


Testimonies before the Armed Services Commit- 
tee are first made by agencies supporting draft ex- 
tension. Groups opposing such legislation are pro- 
vided with similar opportunities for testimony. 
Among the latter groups are various religious and 
civic groups. The REPORTER will report on fur- 
ther developments on this legislation in subsequent 
issues. 


News Briefs 


Robert Lee Korte, whose case is cited among the 
court cases in this issue, is a resident of San Fran- 
cisco, Calif., and a member of the Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses. As a student at the University of California 
at Berkeley, he refused induction in 1953, and was 
sentenced to 18 months in prison. Two days after 
his parole from the sentence, he was classified I-A 
by his draft board, and a second time petitioned 
for CO status which was denied again. He is one 
of a number of objectors who have had to face 


second fights after serving a sentence. 
+ * * 


Amos Mast, 27, an Amish farmer-school teacher 
of Medina County, Ohio, in early December faced 
a similar charge. In October 1955, he was paroled 
after serving eleven months for refusing to report 
for alternative service. Mast’s religious beliefs would 
not allow him to serve in any relation to the military. 
We have no further word since his indictment by a 
federal grand jury, following a second refusal to 
report for duty. 

* > * 

The Department of Defense has requested 9,000 
men for induction for the months of January and 
February, 1959. 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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Robert B. Myers: 


NSBRO Attorney-Advisor 
Recent Court Cases Involving CO’s 


JOHN McFARLAND (260 F2d 566) and 
ARNOLD LEIFER (260 F2d 648) recently had 
their trial court convictions AFFIRMED by the 
Court of Appeals for the 6th Circuit. In both cases, 
the Appeal Court said that the boys, in compliance 
with the doctrine of the NUGENT case, had been 
furnished fair resumes of any adverse evidence in 
the reports of the FBI investigators, and that they 
were not entitled to the production at the trial of 
all the investigative records of the FBI. In the 
Leifer case, the Court also found that there was 
adequate basis in fact for the I-A-O classification 
given him. Both boys got two-year sentences, and 
were defended by Hayden Covington. 


It remains a mystery to the writer how the 
Court can determine whether the resume (summary) 
of the FBI investigation is “fair.” Conversely, if 
the burden is on the registrant to show that the 
resume is “unfair,” how can he possibly do so? The 
FBI report is not available to him either. 


Apropos of this problem, the current practice of 
the Justice Department is to “pigeon-hole” the re- 
port of the Hearing Officer, and to do a rewrite job 
for transmittal to the State Appeal Board. This 
effectively negatives the value of the personal in- 
terview, and ulso compounds the question of “fair- 
ness.” It is hoped that the facts of a pending case 
may give some defense counsel an opportunity to 
raise this point. 


Also, the writer feels that a “fair resume of any 
adverse evidence in the FBI report” is not sufficient. 
It is to be noted that an FBI investigation is made 
only if the local board refuses to grant CO class- 
ication and the registrant appeals. It should follow 
then that the FBI investigation is at least as much 
for the benefit of the registrant as for the govern- 
ment so there should be a fair resume of ALL evi- 
dence, both favorable and adverse. 


(Leifer is seeking review of his case by the Su- 
preme Court, and his Petition for Certiorari is now 
pending there.) 


ROBERT LEE KORTE, 260 F2d 633, CCAQ9, de- 
cided Oct. 1958. Conviction was affirmed by the 
Court of Appeals. Hayden Covington was defense 
counsel. In this case, the Court flatly held that 
Section 456(m) of 50 USCA App. did not mean 
what it purports to say, viz., the Court held that a 
person convicted of a felony was not thereby re- 
lieved from military service if the military signs 
a waiver. Section 456(m) reads: “No person shall 


be relieved from training and service under this 
title . . . by reason of conviction of a criminal of- 
fense, except where the offense of which he has been 
convicted may be punished by death, or by imprison- 
ment for a term exceeding one year.” But Section 
462(a) of the same Act authorizes the President to 
“prescribe eligibility, rules and regulations govern- 
ing the parole for service in the armed forces... 
of this title.” 


Defense counsel contended that Section 456(m) 
was a legislative mandate to exempt from service all 
felons, but the Court took the position that since 
all convictions under the Selective Service Act are 
felonies, that Section 456(m) and 462(a) are in 
conflict and thereupon rule that Section 456(m) 
was permissive rather than mandatory. 


It is difficult for the writer to understand how 
these two sections are in conflict. Section 462(a) is 
operative only if the registrant wants to get out of 
prison and join the military service. And Section 
456(m) clearly seems to say that Selective Service 
shall not have the right to draft the felon-registrant 
against his will. 


(Korte sought review of his case by the Supreme 
Court, but his Petition for Certiorari was denied 
on January 12.) 


News Briefs (Contd.) 


Peter H. Green, of Evanston, Illinois, a Methodist 
youth, is home again following his release from six 
months’ imprisonment. After enlisting in the Ma- 
rine Corps, he sought assignment as a non-com- 
batant but was unable to secure this type of service. 
A series of events led to the court-martial and a 
two-year sentence. Later this was reduced. In ac- 
cepting his release, he took a bad conduct discharge 
but expects to appeal this. 


* * * 


The I-W unit at Denver, Colorado, spent an in- 
teresting evening on December 12, 1958, with Rep- 
resentative-elect Byron L. Johnson. Johnson is one 
of two pacifists elected to the present Congress. 

* ” * 


The CATHOLIC WORKER in its December 1958 
issue, carried an interesting account of little-known 
Catholic consultations on the problem of conscien- 
tious objection to military service. 

* a * 

Swiss conscientious objectors, according to the 
“Geneva Diplomat”, have a choice, when sentenced, 
of serving their time by installments. A nine-month 
penalty, for example, can be served over a period of 
three years. They are segregated from other pris- 
oners, their quarters have no iron bars, and most 
of them spend their time continuing their studies. 
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